[D] From that which is taught in these words: he said to him, “you 
have comforted me, Aqiba,” — this indicates that it was sent at 
the hand of R. Aqiba. 


[E] What did he [Aqiba] have to teach? 


[F] Said R. Yosé said, “We knew that if they sanctified it without 
witnesses, it is still sanctified.” 


[G] So what did he come to attest? 


[H] That if they sanctified it and afterwards the witnesses were found 
to be lying, behold this is a valid act of sanctification.” 


[I] But behold have we not been taught: “Once more than forty 
pairs [of witnesses] were passing [through], and R. Aqiba 
detained them in Lod.” 


[J] That is because there were forty pairs, but if it had been one 
pair, he would not have detained it. 


2:8 


[A] He came along to R. Dosa b. Harkinas. 


[B] He [Dosa] said to him, “Now if we’re going to take issue with the 


court of Rabban Gamaliel, we have to take issue with every single 
court which has come into being from the time of Moses to the 
present day, since it says, ‘Then went up Moses and Aaron, Nadab 
and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel’ (Ex. 24:9). Now 
why have the names of the elders not been given? To teach that 
every group of three [elders] who came into being as a court of 
Israel— lo, they are equivalent to the court of Moses himself.” 


[C] [Joshua] took his staff with his purse in his hand and went along to 


Yabneh, to Rabban Gamaliel, on the Day of Atonement that had 
been determined in accord with [Gamaliel’s] reckoning. 


[D] Rabban Gamaliel stood up and kissed him on his head and said to 
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him, “Come in peace, my master and my disciple — My master in 
wisdom, and my disciple in accepting my rulings.” 

It is written, “and Samuel said to the people, “It is the Lord who 
advanced Moses and Aaron and brought your fathers up out of the land 
of Egypt” (I Samuel 12:6). “And the Lord sent Jerubbaal and Bedan 
and Jephthah and Samuel and delivered you out of the hand of your 
enemies on every side and you dwelt in safety” (1 Sam. 12:6) — 
Jerubbaal is Gideon, Bedan is Samson, Jephthah is Jephthah the 
Gileadi. 


